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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

4Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge AS Level English General Paper 
(8021), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the subject’s 
curriculum and assessment objectives. 

In this booklet, candidate responses have been chosen from June 2019 scripts to exemplify a range of answers. 

For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or 
omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is 
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their 
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for each question. 

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help teachers 
to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Therefore, in some 
circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much comment.

The questions and mark schemes and pre-release material used here are available to download from the School 
Support Hub. These files are: 

June 2019 Question Papers 11, 12 and 13

June 2019 Papers 11, 12 and 13  Mark Schemes

Past exam resources and other teacher support materials are available on the School Support Hub:

www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Introduction

http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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5 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

How to use this booklet
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level response for 
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in 
the right-hand column are the examiner comments. 

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

6Cambridge International AS & A Level – English (8021)

Question 1

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner Comments

Page 3 of 14Print Script

27/06/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=783...

Defines the scope of the 
question with an analysis 
of historical contexts in 
which to place the chosen 
politician.

Appropriate register with 
a range of vocabulary and 
language structures.

Errors are evident, such 
as: ‘seize of the means’.

A little descriptive but 
places the chosen politician 
in a modern economic 
context.

Still using a wide range of 
vocabulary.

1

1

2

2

33

How the candidate could have improved their answer
Although it was strongly evaluative and had plenty of scope, the opening, while knowledgeable, was a little descriptive 
so a stronger personal voice here would have improved this response. The errors in expression were related to 
ambition and sophistication; without these, there would have been an improvement.

This section explains how the candidate could 
have improved each answer. This helps you to 
interpret the standard of Cambridge exams and 
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• Overly descriptive at times.
• Too much about ‘negative contributions’.
• Not specifically related to ‘contribution’ to ‘development’.
• Focused on ‘influence’ and ‘behaviour’ rather than ‘contribution’.

Lists the common mistakes candidates made 
in answering each question. This will help your 
learners to avoid these mistakes and give them 
the best chance of achieving the available marks.

Often candidates were not awarded 
marks because they misread or 
misinterpreted the questions. 

Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

6Cambridge International AS & A Level – English (8021)

Question 1

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner Comments

Page 3 of 14Print Script

27/06/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=783...

Defines the scope of the 
question with an analysis 
of historical contexts in 
which to place the chosen 
politician.

Appropriate register with 
a range of vocabulary and 
language structures.

Errors are evident, such 
as: ‘seize of the means’.

A little descriptive but 
places the chosen politician 
in a modern economic 
context.

Still using a wide range of 
vocabulary.

1

1

2

2

33

Answers are by real candidates in exam conditions. 
These show you the types of answers for each level.
Discuss and analyse the answers with your learners in 
the classroom to improve their skills.

Examiner comments are 
alongside the answers. These 
explain where and why marks 
were awarded. This helps you 
to interpret the standard of 
Cambridge exams so you can 
help your learners to refine 
their exam technique.
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6Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Paper 11: Question 1

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner Comments

Page 3 of 14Print Script
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Defines the scope of the 
question with an analysis of 
historical contexts in which to 
place the chosen politician.

Appropriate register with a range 
of vocabulary and language 
structures.

Errors are evident, such as: 
‘seize of the means’.

A little descriptive but places 
the chosen politician in a modern 
economic context.

Still using a wide range of 
vocabulary.

1

1

2

2

33
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7 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner Comments

Page 4 of 14Print Script
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Integrates a range of examples 
into a strong, evaluative argument.

Widens the discussion with 
some complex arguments and 
evaluations. Fully relevant, well-
selected examples appropriately 
support the opinions given.

Evaluates the chosen 
politician’s contribution to ‘youth’.

Consistently maintaining an 
appropriate register and wide 
vocabulary.

44

55

66
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8Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner Comments

Page 5 of 14Print Script

27/06/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=783...

Evaluating improvements 
which could be made.

The conclusion returns to 
the historical context of the 
introduction with a strong personal 
assessment of the achievements 
of the chosen politician 
and associated ideologies, 
as contributing to ‘a mass 
conversation to politics’.

Total mark awarded = 
27 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
Although it was strongly evaluative and had plenty of scope, the opening, while knowledgeable, was a little descriptive 
so a stronger personal voice here would have improved this response. The errors in expression were related to 
ambition and sophistication; without these, there would have been an improvement.

77

88
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner Comments

Page 4 of 14Print Script
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Addresses the question but 
suggests negative contributions 
from political parties.

Suggests the negative 
contribution of ‘corruption’.

Clearly written but with some 
noticeable errors: misplaced 
full-stop ‘budget. Which’, ‘reflect’, 
‘insues the country in a...’.

Example used to develop the 
idea of ‘corruption’.

11

22

33
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner Comments

Page 5 of 14Print Script
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Discusses political parties 
not contributing to solving 
conflict, with an example of the 
consequence.

Clearly written using an 
everyday vocabulary.

A developed point is made, 
explaining the problem of 
unemployment.

Linking unemployment to 
poverty and comparing standards 
of living of ‘citizens’ with ‘rich 
politicians’, so continues to 
develop.

44

55

66
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner Comments

Page 6 of 14Print Script
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The conclusion draws together 
previous points with a hint of 
a personal voice in the final 
statement.

Total mark awarded = 
16 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
Although this response was developed, and examples were employed, the candidate needed to consider positive 
contributions as well as negatives to improve. It hinted at evaluation in the conclusion, but this needed to be stronger 
and more developed.

77
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner Comments

Page 4 of 14Print Script
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The focus here is on ‘influence’ 
rather than ‘contribution’.

Clearly written using an everyday 
vocabulary.

Describes an example showing 
an understanding of negative 
contribution.

Still clearly written.

11

22
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner Comments

Page 5 of 14Print Script
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Not relevant to the question as 
the example is not a politician.

Valid example to support points 
about ‘equality’.

33

44
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14Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner Comments
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Continues with policies on 
equality but not clear as to which 
politician this relates to.

Very general and more about 
‘behaviour’ than ‘contribution’ 
although there is still some implicit 
understanding.

Total mark awarded = 
12 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
A clearer understanding of ‘politician’ and ‘contribution’ would have improved this answer and avoided any 
misunderstanding. The candidate should have used less description and included more discussion to access further 
marks. The conclusion needed to relate to the wording of the question. Although the candidate communicated clearly, 
more ambition would have improved the response.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• Overly descriptive at times.
• Too much about ‘negative contributions’.
• Not specifically related to ‘contribution’ to ‘development’.
• Focused on ‘influence’ and ‘behaviour’ rather than ‘contribution’.

55

6

6
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Example Candidate Response – high Examiner Comments

Page 3 of 14Print Script
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A descriptive introduction which 
focuses mostly on ‘inactive’.

Uses a wide vocabulary with a 
degree of accuracy.

Overly descriptive and not a 
strong focus but relating ‘inactive’ 
to ‘modern gaming’.

11

22

Paper 11: Question 3
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner Comments

Page 4 of 14Print Script
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Eventually, the focus is there 
with an appropriately developed 
point.

After an initial point about gyms 
being inaccessible, an example is 
described at length. 

Mostly, a wide vocabulary but with 
a few errors.

Begins to evaluate the value of 
having accessible sports facilities.

33

44

55
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner Comments

Page 5 of 14Print Script
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Continues to develop the point 
with an integrated example, hence 
broadening the scope.

Considers the social aspects of 
such facilities, creating cohesion 
with a link such as: ‘with additional 
leisure time...’. Again, appropriate 
examples are well selected.

Introduces the opposite point 
of view.

A detailed, well-developed 
discussion of school sports 
facilities with integrated examples 
and a consideration of facilities for 
the disabled.

A developed evaluation 
provides a personal assessment 
of this paragraph.

66

77

8

8

99

1010
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18Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner Comments

Page 6 of 14Print Script
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Considers exercises which do 
not require special facilities with 
the concluding assessment that 
it is up to the individual to make 
the first step, otherwise facilities 
would not be used anyway.

An evaluative conclusion 
which analyses and supports the 
previous argument.

Total mark awarded = 
23 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
More evaluation was required from the beginning as this response was too descriptive in the first half. The introduction 
needed to define the scope, which was a feature of this response. Although it had a wide-ranging vocabulary, 
ambitious words were not always used appropriately and there were a few errors. It was the cohesion and evaluation 
of the second half which achieved this relatively high mark, so if this had been sustained in the first half, the mark 
could have been significantly higher.

1111

1212
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner Comments
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Briefly addresses the question.

Uses an everyday vocabulary and 
is clear, but there are noticeable 
errors: ‘on the society’, ‘is 
providing’.

Focuses on mental health 
benefits.

This paragraph develops the 
beneficial idea of sport preventing 
health issues with examples.

11

22

33
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20Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner Comments
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Still continuing on ‘benefits’ 
with reference to appearance 
and socialising, although not 
specifying sports facilities.

Vocabulary is more ambitious in 
this paragraph.

Touches on competitive sport, 
but a general comment.

44

55
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21 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner Comments

Page 5 of 14Print Script
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Broadening the discussion to a 
‘society’s image’.

Losing focus here as this is not 
a requirement in the wording of 
the question.

Still continuing the focus on 
‘benefits’ although now becoming 
repetitive.

Page 6 of 14Print Script
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Draws together the arguments 
but ‘sports facilities’ are not dealt 
with in detail.

Total mark awarded = 
16 out of 30

66

77

88

9

9
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22Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

How the candidate could have improved their answer
Although there was both a focus on, and a development of, ‘importance’ and the references included were to the 
benefits of being ‘active’ rather than ‘inactive’, there needed to be a more explicit focus on ‘public sports facilities’ to 
have improved this essay. Vocabulary was ambitious in places, but this was not sustained throughout, otherwise this 
would have improved the response.
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner Comments

Page 3 of 14Print Script
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An awareness of the question, 
but with fragmented organisation.

Clear in places, but with a basic 
vocabulary and some key errors 
such as insecure punctuation, 
‘what help bring...’, ‘allow’.

11
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner Comments

Page 4 of 14Print Script
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There is a response to the 
question, but it is repetitive 
and difficult to follow because 
of the disorganised structure. 
Information is limited.

Touches on the idea that an 
inactive society will not change 
just because of facilities.

Difficult to follow the argument 
due to organisational and 
connectivity issues.

Still a basic vocabulary.

22

3
3

44
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25 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner Comments

Page 5 of 14Print Script
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An attempt to refer to previous 
material, but with repetition of 
ideas and a repetitive vocabulary.

Total mark awarded = 
7 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
A more varied vocabulary and greater grammatical control would have improved this response. Although there was 
an awareness of the question with some valid points made, a disorganised structure within paragraphs made any 
arguments difficult to follow. The response could have been improved by the use of more organised and connected 
statements. Some examples would also have shown knowledge.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• Not focused enough on ‘public sports facilities’.
• Did not exemplify such facilities from local areas.
• Too much focus on ‘active’ versus ‘inactive’.
• A tendency for description rather than discussion.

55
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Example Candidate Response – high Examiner Comments

Page 3 of 14Print Script

27/06/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=783...

As an introduction, this is rather 
vague, not focusing on such key 
words in the question as ‘overuse’ 
or ‘effective’. ‘Magic’ and ‘useless’ 
suggest an inappropriate register 
in a formal essay requirement, 
further reducing the impact of the 
introduction.

This focuses on the question 
and is written in a formal register. 
It links ‘overuse’ for viral infections 
(giving examples) to penicillin 
becoming totally ineffective. The 
paragraph is precisely written 
using a varied and specialist 
vocabulary.

1

1

2

2

Paper 12: Question 5
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner Comments

Page 4 of 14Print Script
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The above three paragraphs 
show good scientific knowledge 
of how bacteria divide and mutate 
to become more resistant. The 
argument does develop, links the 
ideas and is logical but tending 
to be descriptive rather than 
evaluative.

Good referencing/linkage here 
to create cohesiveness (‘this led 
to’, ‘again this’, ‘hence antibiotics’) 
but not widening the scope yet.

33

44
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner Comments

Page 5 of 14Print Script

27/06/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=783...

A new point about ease of 
accessibility to antibiotics and 
their inappropriate use.

Repetition here from the 
second paragraph.

New knowledge shown of 
antibiotic labelling as attempts to 
solve the problem.

First time that ‘health threats’ 
are mentioned (with examples) 
and widening the scope to 
consider geographical locations 
and poor hygiene.

55

66

7
7

88
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Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner Comments
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Applies an example 
appropriately, but not fully 
developed.

The above three paragraphs 
are tending to repeat aspects of 
previous arguments.

A supported conclusion which 
begins to evaluate as it is an 
assessment of the previous 
discussion and does include a 
personal voice and judgement. 

Total mark awarded = 
24 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
Although this was a very good response, with detailed knowledge and evaluation, there needed to be a more 
immediate focus on the key words of the question, especially in the introduction. The scientific knowledge was 
impressive but needed to be more integrated into a discussion of the ‘serious threat to health’ earlier in the essay. 
Eventually, the knowledge addressed the question quite convincingly and showed thoughtful analysis and convincing 
evaluation, but the time spent describing the science prevented a range of arguments from being thoroughly explored. 
The conclusion was effective, evaluative and well-constructed, so this high mark was justified; more scope and 
application of knowledge to the wording of the question would have improved this answer.

99

1010

11
11
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner Comments
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Describes the discovery 
of penicillin and correctly 
understands that antibiotics 
target bacteria and that overuse 
produces resistance, so is 
focusing on the question.

Descriptive, but showing some 
scientific knowledge to explain 
‘ineffective’ so still focusing and 
beginning to address ‘threat to 
health’.

11

22
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Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner Comments
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Hesitant understanding in this 
statement.

Understands the need to take 
antibiotics regularly but not a clear 
link to the example.

Begins to develop a relevant 
argument related to the 
unauthorised accessibility of 
prescriptions with an appropriate 
example and suggesting that 
‘bacteria survive’ suggesting a 
further ‘threat to health’.

Concludes by introducing new 
material about solutions rather 
than addressing ‘to what extent’ 
but could be considered as 
bringing together some arguments 
in order to minimise threat: 
‘education’, ‘public awareness 
campaigns’ and ‘stricter laws’.

Total mark awarded = 
16 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
This candidate understood the question and demonstrated some development but with a narrow range of ideas and 
limited exemplification of the ‘threat to health’.There was some understanding of the science, but this was not always 
linked specifically to the wording of the question. A broader range with more analysis and evaluation, rather than 
description, would have improved this response.

33

44

55

66
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner Comments

Page 3 of 14Print Script
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The introduction shows 
an unclear understanding of 
antibiotics (as a cure for flu) with a 
vague reference to ‘overuse’ and 
‘threat to health’ so demonstrates 
partial understanding of the 
question.

Beginning to understand 
‘resistance’.

The remaining paragraph 
shows little understanding of 
‘antibiotics’.

Inappropriate register. Too 
conversational.

Misunderstands ‘antibiotic’.

1

1

2

2

33

44

55
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner Comments

A general understanding of 
‘overuse’ and ‘less effective’ but 
with everyday vocabulary and 
noticeable errors (‘than’, ‘body 
would have become’) which 
makes this read awkwardly.

Anecdotal support, but vague 
without specific relevant examples 
and repetitive towards the end of 
the paragraph.

A suggestion that there is 
less of a health threat because 
of antibiotics, but the remaining 
paragraph is vague and unclear.

66

77

88
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Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner Comments

Again, some understanding of 
‘resistance due to overuse’, but 
this has already been stated.

Attempts to conclude by 
referring to repeated arguments, 
but still unclear about antibiotics 
themselves.

Total mark awarded = 
10 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
A partial understanding of the question was demonstrated here. There needed to be a clearer understanding 
of ‘antibiotics’ with relevant examples of ‘health threats’ to improve this answer. Also, while communication was 
mostly clear, there were noticeable errors and long-winded statements which sometimes reduced the impact of any 
discussion.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• Addressing and understanding the key words of the question, something which could have been demonstrated in 

the introduction.
• Related ‘overuse of antibiotics’ to ‘serious threat to health’.
• Could have been more selective with scientific knowledge in order to broaden the arguments.
• Used examples to develop the argument.

99

10

10
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Example Candidate Response – high Examiner Comments
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Immediately analyses the 
question, assesses the key word 
of ‘impact’ and outlines the range 
and balance to be considered in 
the remaining essay.

11

Paper 13: Question 6



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

36Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner Comments
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This well-structured paragraph 
emphasises the impact on work 
ethics and culture, with integrated 
examples.

Seamlessly links to the impact 
of communication.

Selected examples support the 
argument.

Evaluating this aspect of the 
argument.

Effective linkage creates 
cohesion.

Well-integrated examples 
develop the point.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

37 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner Comments
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Greater exemplification is 
presented.

The conclusion evaluates and 
supports previous arguments with 
a strong personal voice.

Total mark awarded = 
26 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
Despite having been a well-organised, cohesive response, with a range of examples, a wider range of arguments, 
especially concerning negative impacts would have been beneficial. Although the vocabulary could be wide-ranging 
and phrasing sophisticated, there were occasional lapses or errors. An evaluative tone was evenly maintained 
throughout, firmly rooted in the argument and material, but the personal assessment was noticeably concentrated in 
the conclusion, rather than having been a quality of the argument itself, sustained throughout the response.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

38Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner Comments
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Demonstrates understanding 
of the question, recognising 
that there are two sides to the 
argument. A little detail with the 
examples, but this is a general 
introduction. Accurately written, 
using an everyday vocabulary.

Suggests that one impact of 
social media is that it ‘allowed us 
to connect’ with an example to 
develop this point.

Second half of the paragraph 
relates to the impact of 24/7 news, 
with an extended example which 
is both appropriate and further 
develops the point.

Begins to consider negative 
aspects.
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2
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

39 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner Comments
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Becoming vague and 
descriptive rather than addressing 
‘impact’.

An error, ‘theirselves,’ and 
inappropriate register, ‘way too 
much’.

This is more specific 
referring to the mental health 
consequences of ‘cyberbullying’.

Develops further, but 
descriptive rather than evaluative.Page 5 of 14Print Script
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The conclusion draws together 
previous arguments but without a 
personal assessment.

Total mark awarded = 
17 out of 30
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

40Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

How the candidate could have improved their answer
The register could have been more consistent but was mostly accurate. Although points were developed, they tended 
to be descriptive rather than evaluative. An evaluation in the conclusion would have improved this mark, as would a 
wider range of arguments.



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

41 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – low Examiner Comments
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Introduction starts with ‘phones’ 
and ‘texting’ and then paraphrases 
the question at the end, so limited 
focus on the key words of the 
question. Clear, but with a simple 
vocabulary.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

42Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner Comments

Page 4 of 14Print Script

27/06/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=788...

Implies anti-social impact, but 
still relating to phones.

Noticeable errors here: ‘a caple 
steps away’ and the omission of 
the full stop.

Frequent errors. Mentions 
‘emails’ but the point is unclear so 
still not focusing.

A discussion about formal/
informal language referencing 
‘texting’ so not related to the 
actual question. Some clarity, but 
there are frequent errors.

A basic conclusion with a 
general point that ‘phones and 
social media have changed the 
world’ but then becomes unclear 
and fragmented. Again, frequent 
errors slightly impede meaning.

Total mark awarded = 
9 out of 30

Page 5 of 14Print Script

27/06/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=788...

22

33

44

55



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

43 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

How the candidate could have improved their answer
Reducing the frequency of error by checking would have been beneficial to this response. A focus on ‘social media’ 
rather than ‘phones’ and ‘texting’ would have shown greater understanding of the actual question and significantly 
improved the mark. The inclusion of more relevant examples/information would have improved the authority of the 
answer.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• More focus was required on the idea of the ‘impact’ on society.
• Too much description.
• Examples needed to be more selective as they were often too lengthy.
• Personal voice/judgement needed to be more dominant.



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

44Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner Comments
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Immediate sophistication using 
a wide vocabulary, ‘ideas have a 
potency inherent in them’.

Immediate voice of the 
candidate with selective 
exemplification and definition 
of the scope or range of the 
question.

An appropriate use of register 
is used here.  The candidate 
analyses and evaluates this point 
of view logically.
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Paper 12: Question 7



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

45 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner Comments

A well-integrated example 
is used to effectively and 
appropriately support the point, 
to add impact and authority to the 
argument.

Continues to develop 
and evaluate the argument 
convincingly, with logic and 
reasoning.

Changes the argument using 
an evaluative tone and a strong 
personal voice.

Detailed example showing 
good knowledge while further 
developing the argument.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

46Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner Comments
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Complex evaluation adding 
cohesion by furthering and 
developing previously made 
points. Carefully integrated linkage 
and referencing.

Effective example.
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9
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

47 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner Comments
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Constant evaluation focused on 
complex political arguments.

An evaluative conclusion to 
a range of political arguments 
with a strong personal voice and 
a sustained, sophisticated style. 
Vocabulary is wide-ranging.

Total mark awarded = 
29 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
A greater range of television programmes and perhaps more consideration of ‘should be independent’ would have 
improved this very high-level response. There would be a need to broaden scope without diluting the complexity and 
depth of already existing arguments to have made any improvement significant.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

48Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner Comments
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The introduction expresses 
understanding of the question 
stressing the importance 
of an ‘unbiased media’, but 
acknowledging that this may 
not be possible. Communication 
is clear and uses an everyday 
vocabulary.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

49 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner Comments
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This paragraph develops the 
idea of a government influencing 
views, hence preventing 
opposition and free speech but 
example is vague with no direct 
example of when this happened 
on television or radio.

Tending to repeat what has 
already been said, but does 
mention ‘radio and television’.

Develops the idea about 
‘opposition’, that media could be 
the voice of the crowd/protest.

Introduces another point of 
view, ‘unrestricted power’ of the 
media and its consequences.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

50Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner Comments
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Describes an example to 
contrast the reporting of incidents 
in different countries to develop 
the idea that a country’s reputation 
may need protecting.

Discusses problems of 
unregulated television and radio 
programs which cater for popular 
taste and negatively influence 
lifestyle values. There are no 
examples of such programs.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

51 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner Comments
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Attempts to balance the 
argument in the conclusion and 
does bring together points of 
view which relate to the question, 
although without any personal 
assessment.

Total mark awarded = 
17 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
Examples of specific television and radio programmes would have improved this, as well as evaluation and personal 
assessment. Although it was focused on the question and developed a logical argument, the second half of the 
question needed to be more specific about the government’s role as possible censors of inappropriate material. This 
would have added more depth to the idea of ‘reputation’ and broadened the scope of the argument.

88



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

52Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – low Examiner Comments
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Mostly clear communication, 
but grammatical errors can disrupt 
the flow: ‘through we’, ‘these 
news’, ‘questions arises’.

A fragmented introduction but 
does show partial understanding 
of the question.

A general but relevant point.

Second half of this paragraph 
is vague and not connected 
logically to the previous point.

Also, error frequency increases.

1

1
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

53 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner Comments
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This paragraph describes 
how television and radio depicts 
the government, so an implied 
reference to the question.

Needs examples of channels.

Communication impeded 
slightly: ‘they would be pressurize 
someone to drop out’.

4

4
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

54Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner Comments
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Paragraph is fragmented 
but implies that television and 
radio could be used to highlight 
government failure, injustice and 
the state of a particular country. 
Attempts to link some ideas.

Vague, but implies that without 
government control there would 
be the incentive of making profits. 
However, this is undeveloped 
and communication occasionally 
breaks down, ‘and they would be 
productivity’.

Attempts to look at the other 
side of the argument, touching on 
security and invasion of privacy 
whereby the government may 
need to interfere. This is relevant, 
and some information is given, but 
is descriptive and needs specific 
examples.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

55 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner Comments
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This is descriptive but implies 
that foreign channels could 
negatively influence children. 
Vague without specific examples.

A basic conclusion which does 
little more than end the response.

Total mark awarded = 
11 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
Although clear in places, more control of grammar would have improved the communication. Paragraph structures 
needed to be more cohesive so that the logic of the argument could be followed. Material tended to be relevant 
but was often descriptive so not always directly addressing the question. Examples of channels or programmes 
would have demonstrated more knowledge. A more specific conclusion, drawing together the arguments, could 
have improved the response. Overall, there needed to be clearer communication, a more cohesive structure, direct 
reference to the question and specific examples to improve this essay.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• Not using examples of channels and specific television or radio programmes.
• Not broadening the scope beyond one or two viable arguments.
• More references to ‘your country’ needed at times.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

56Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner Comments
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Immediate focus on 
‘everywhere’ with an example.

Point developed.

Quotes the question and 
continues with examples of 
‘everywhere’.

Although not a direct reference 
to ‘museums and galleries’, 
this does suggest the type of 
traditional art that might be 
displayed there.

Develops a point about 
‘architecture’, but a specific 
example would have made this 
more convincing.
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Paper 13: Question 8



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

57 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner Comments
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Continues by focusing on 
definitions of art as a link to other 
examples.

A lack of the use of paragraphs.

A specific example here.

Begins to evaluate, comparing 
the value of art in a gallery 
with a child’s creativity (with an 
example), concluding that the 
determination to create is good 
enough.

Develops the idea of 
handwriting as art so using a 
range of examples.

Here, the vocabulary is ambitious 
with some sophistication and 
precision in the expression.

Draws ideas together in the 
conclusion with a little evaluation.

Total mark awarded = 
21 out of 30
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

58Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

How the candidate could have improved their answer
Although this response had a cohesive structure, paragraphing would have improved this further. The candidate 
developed a range of examples, but more evaluation and personal assessment was needed. Specific examples 
related to ‘museums and galleries’ supporting their positive roles as preservers of works of art would have created a 
wider range of arguments and significantly improved the mark.



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

59 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner Comments
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Understands the question with 
some immediate examples.

Continues with an example and 
some development.

Accurate but using an everyday 
vocabulary.

Another example which links 
clothing brands to ‘art’.

A secure development of this 
example.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

60Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner Comments
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The examples of ‘music’ and 
‘food’ are too descriptive with 
a general connection to the 
question.

The conclusion is just a 
summary of the previous 
argument which is slightly 
repetitive.

Total mark awarded = 
16 out of 30
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

61 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

How the candidate could have improved their answer
Although accurate, the vocabulary could have been more ambitious. Examples were developed in the first half but 
became more descriptive, and links to the question more generalised towards the end. The development needed to 
be sustained throughout to improve. Although there were references to ‘museums and galleries’ (with examples) in the 
introduction, this was not sustained throughout the essay. A personal assessment/evaluation in the conclusion would 
have improved the response.



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

62Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – low Examiner Comments
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The introduction addresses ‘art’ 
but not the other key words of the 
question.

Clearly written and describes 
examples from classical music 
but implicit, rather than explicit, 
references to the question. 
No mention of ‘museums and 
galleries’.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

63 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner Comments
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Just as with music, comments 
on food with supporting examples 
are also described, so not 
addressing the question directly.

Although these are examples 
of architecture that can be seen 
and appreciated as art, they are 
not appropriate enough to address 
‘everywhere around us’.

A basic conclusion which just 
refers to the previous material 
rather than drawing together main 
ideas.

Total mark awarded = 
10 out of 30
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

64Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

How the candidate could have improved their answer
Although this was written clearly, using an everyday vocabulary and with specific examples, it only showed partial 
understanding of the question. The examples needed to illustrate ‘everywhere around’ and ‘museums and galleries’ 
and so were not necessarily appropriate for this question. Explicit reference to the question at some point (even in the 
conclusion) would have improved this response.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• Not enough reference to ‘museums and galleries’.
• Too descriptive of examples rather than using them to develop an argument.
• Introductions not always defining the wording of the question.
• Conclusions tended to be summaries rather than personal assessments.



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

65 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner Comments

Page 3 of 14Print Script

27/06/2019https://ca-ai.assessor.rm.com/tools/CandidateEnquiry/PrintDocument.aspx?CSID=783...

Repeats the question and then 
makes a general statement, so a 
brief introduction.

Develops a relevant example 
appropriately and applies it to the 
question with a hint of personal 
voice.
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Paper 11: Question 10



Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

66Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – high, continued Examiner Comments
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Another point of view but 
needs exemplar support to make 
it convincing, otherwise terms like 
‘realistic’ remain vague.

Some ambition and precision of 
vocabulary here.

Another example is developed 
and applied appropriately.

Begins to evaluate showing 
understanding of both the 
example and a term like 
‘arrogance’.

Continues to develop, but 
becoming a little repetitive.

Still ambitious and accurate.

Brief and repetitive, but 
starts concluding in the previous 
paragraph.

Total mark awarded = 
21 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
Both introduction and conclusion needed to improve as they were too brief and repetitive. The focus needed to widen 
to include a range of poems and arguments. More evaluation was needed as the focus on the poems, although 
developed, tended to be descriptive. Less repetition would have improved the structure and enabled more cohesion.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

67 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner Comments
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Addresses the question in 
general terms and shows some 
understanding.

Descriptive and makes a 
tenuous link to ‘limitation’ using 
an example which is largely 
biographical: the notion that the 
poet died but his poetry lasts 
forever. 
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

68Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner Comments
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Uses a second example in 
the same way as it is largely 
biographical and descriptive 
with just a vague reference to 
‘limitation’.

Descriptive with only a tenuous 
link to poetry and the question.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

69 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner Comments
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Again, this is a tenuous 
reference showing partial 
understanding of the question.

Begins to address ‘arrogance’ 
and the question directly, but 
needs an example from poetry.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

70Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner Comments
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A valid example, but needs 
specific examples from poetry to 
make the point more convincing.

An insightful point which is both 
logical and developed.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

71 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – middle, continued Examiner Comments
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The example supports the 
point with the more specific ‘write 
about and praise his writing’ and 
then linking to the idea of ‘artistic 
arrogance’.

Mostly attempts to draw 
together arguments in the 
conclusion although rather 
sweeping in the final statement.

The whole response 
communicates clearly with some 
variety in the vocabulary.

Total mark awarded = 
16 out of 30

How the candidate could have improved their answer
The first half needed to be as insightful as the second half, with more direct references to all aspects of the question 
and more focused examples that would have improved this answer. More specific reference to poems would have 
better supported various points of view and further developed the argument. The introduction needed to show 
immediate understanding of the whole question rather than just ‘limitation’ in order to improve the response.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

72Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – low Examiner Comments
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A tendency to paraphrase 
the question rather than show 
understanding of it.

This paragraph describes 
Julius Caesar as ‘a man of power’ 
but with hardly any reference to 
‘poetry’.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

73 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner Comments
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A lengthy description of another 
example, with implicit reference 
to ‘power’ and ‘arrogance’, but 
no references to poetry, so 
only partially understanding the 
question.

Clear communication with some 
ambition.

Introduces ‘limitations’.

A further example of ‘power 
and arrogance’ and does develop 
this aspect of the question.
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

74Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

Example Candidate Response – low, continued Examiner Comments
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The reference to poetry is just 
tagged on to the discussion rather 
than integrated into it.

Describes a modern 
example of ‘power, arrogance 
and limitation’ and shows 
understanding of these terms, but 
lacking references to poetry.

Just a brief reference to poetry, 
but attempts to draw together 
some of the other aspects of the 
question.

Total mark awarded = 
12 out of 30
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Example Candidate Responses – Paper 1

75 Cambridge International AS Level – English General Paper (8021)

How the candidate could have improved their answer
Despite clear communication, with some ambition, there needed to be focus on ‘poetry’ to demonstrate a clear 
understanding of the question and which would have improved this mark. Also, there was too much description of the 
examples used rather than integrating them into a developed argument. This meant that reference to other aspects of 
the question were often implicit rather than explicit.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• Not enough reference to actual poems.
• Examples were often too lengthy and descriptive.
• Introductions tended not to define the question.
• Conclusions were too brief to be able to bring together all arguments.
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